The synthesis and spectral characterization of six novel triphenyltin compounds are described. The in vitro antitumour activity of three of these compounds against two human tumour cell lines, MCF-7, a mammary tumour, and WiDr, a colon carcinoma, was determined. All three compounds are more active than cis-platin, etoposide and doxorubicin against both tumour cell lines. They are as active as mitomycin C against WiDr, but less active against MCF-7.
Introduction
The exceptionally high in vitro antitumour activity of a series of substituted triphenyltin benzoates(I) against MCF-7, a mammary tumour (6 18 ng/ml) and WiDr, a colon carcinoma (15 18 ng/ml) prompted us to prepare additional triphenyltin compounds in order to examine whether the nature and substitution pattern of the aromatic ring of the carboxylate moiety influences specifically their activity.
Results and discussion

Synthesis
The substituted triphenyltin benzoates were synthesized by a 1:1 condensation of triphenyltin hydroxide with the appropriate substituted benzoic acids(1).
XYZC6H2CO2 H + Ph3SnOH
XYZC6H2CO2SnPh3 + H20 Etoposde (6) 187 62
Doxorubicin (6) 63 31
Mitomycin C(6) 3 1 
